JESUITS

to look forward to. A man who has devoted himself to-
teaching ought not to marry until he has passed several
stages in his career: marriage ought to be, for him as for
other men, a distant goal that he cannot attain till he has
secured an adequate position and income, by holding a post
whose stipend enables him to support a family without
abandoning his profession. If this were so, the conditions
of the teaching profession would be the same as those of
other civil careers.

There would be espritde corps among teachers. The most
distinguished members of the corporation could be taken
tinder the Emperor's protection, and his patronage would
raise them even higher in public esteem than the priests
were, at a time when priesthood passed for a rank of nobility.
Everyone knew how important the Jesuits were. It would
not be long before the same prestige attached to the
corporation of teachers, if people saw a man, whose educa-
tion had begun in the Ijcee, picked out for his talents to
be himself a teacher, promoted from stage to stage, and
finding himself, before the end of his career, in the front
ranks of state officials.

Of all political questions this is perhaps the most impor-
tant. There will be no stability in the state until there is a
body of teachers with fixed principles. Till children are
taught whether they ought to be Republicans or Monarch-
ists, Catholics or Unbelievers, and so on, there may indeed
be a state, but it cannot become a nation. It will rest on
vague uncertain foundations. It will be constantly exposed
to changes and disorders.

[CQB.RBSP., x, 8328. The idea here outlined finally took form in the
Imperial University set up in May, 1806, and organised by the decree
of March, 1808. The Proviseurs and Censeurs were on the administrative
staff of the lycees-. the Professettrs were the teachers.]
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